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18 dane 1450
MEMORANDUR FOR:  Deputy Pirector/Intelligence
suBJeEcT: Attribution of Authorahip of Booncinle Research
fepcrts in ORR
REPERENCE: demc to Asst. to DB/Y (Admin.) from DAD/RH, dated

25 ¥ay 1958, sublect, "Baployee Suggestion 314A"

1. A recent employos suggestion has proposed that our reports be
attributed by neme %o the analyst principally responsible for their
prepayation, This propossl is not new. The ides has been dlscussed
here before, although no conclusion has heretofore been reached.

2. Our most recent reviev of the proc and cons of this proposal
lesads s to believe that the ides merits tentetive acceptance, at
least op o trial basis. The Bcowomic Resesrch Ares of O hes reacted
affivastively to the proposal. Adoption of thls practice would probably
hely to satisfy the need often ayperienced by professionsl scholers for
soewe form of recognition and would contribute o employee morale. The
resultant increase in job sstisfaction would be o positive step tounrd
the solution of our attrition problems. In the present highly coa-
petitive market for professionzl economisis, there iz & need for
peasures almed at reducing asttrition of profesaionsl personmel,

3.  ¥e recognize thet gertaln difficultles will bave €0 be mel and
desllt wth in carrying out such a s%ep:

s An argument levelsd ageisst the proposal hes bsen that
attribution of repoirts to indlvidusl zwalyaﬁs might be construed
as relleving 04K and the Sgeucy of Tsapobnsibility for the views
expregssed in the report. This problem, however, we feel can be
simply dealt with by retaining the footnote that presently ap-
pears on the first page of ORR formel reports, which resds: “"The
estimates end copnclusions contalned in this report represent bhe
best judgment of OKR as of v 1658,

b. Another problem might arise from the feet thet scwe of
sur reports are the product of the efforts of a mmbar of pecple
snd in some of these, a good mesny pecple from all sround the
Beonomlic Reasarch Arves. The question of inmcluwiinz all those who
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have legitimate claim for the responaibility of the veport o o
few cases wald doubtless be difficult. W feel, however, that
with the esgercise of vessonable care and commonsense, such
accasionsl problems could be solved on 8 casesbyecase basis.

¢. Amother possible difficulty relsmtes to the security
asgpects of listing authors of reports. This is s problem which
hag wot as yet been discussed with Security,

4. In scme instences, reports published by CHB {n collsbormtion
with other Offices would reqive that the namws of those persounsl
princiypally involved in both Offices be included, provided that
the bead of the othey component agrees.

b, At this writing, == feel that the proposal has sufficlent meri:
%2 warrant an experiment to enable us to dsthermine whether the sdvane
tages 1o fact cutweigh the disedventeges. We have for some time boen
identifylog the authors of ocur Current Swport Memoranda, and this seess
e bave resulted both in s et benefit to morele und in & merked ineresse
in the ourber of such semorands belng initlsted. If you agres that the
ides bes merlii, we propose a5 a next step to dlscuse 1t with the DfPice
of Security to explore the security ramificetions.
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